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RESEARCH SEMINARS 
 
1st SEMESTER 2017  
 
Discipline of Classics and Ancient History 
 
School of Historical and Philosophical Inquiry 
 
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences 
 
 
1 
 
10 March 
 
Dustin McKenzie (University of Queensland), ‘The Rhetoric of 
Landscape: Cicero and the Strait of Messana’.  
John McTavish (University of Queensland), ‘Seleucus’s Battle for 
Babylonia: Kingship and Legitimacy in the Near East’.  
2 
 
24 March 
 
A/Prof. Edith Foster (University of Queensland), ‘Representing 
Military Defeat in Classical Athens: Thucydides and His Audience’.  
3 
 
7 April 
 
Dr David M. Pritchard (University of Queensland), ‘The Archers of 
Classical Athens’.  
4 
 
28 April 
 
A/Prof. Frederik Vervaet (University of Melbourne), ‘Mass 
Deportations, Slave Revolts and the Augustan Pax Servilis: Socio-
Political Considerations’.   
5 
 
12 May 
 
Elicia Penman (University of Queensland), ‘The Development of the 
Dragon Motif in Ancient Greek Art and Literature’. 
Ryan Strickler (Macquarie University), ‘Men and Monsters in 
Byzantium: Dehumanizing Adversaries in Seventh-Century 
Apocalyptic Discourse’.  
6 
 
26 May 
 
Prof. Han Baltussen (University of Adelaide) ‘Eunapius’s Lives of 
Philosophers and Sophists: Was He Constructing Pagan Saints in the 
Age of Christianity?’ 
 
Research seminars in Classics and Ancient History are held on Fridays from 4 pm. 
The venue is room 219 of the Michie Building (building no. 9), which is located on 
the University’s St-Lucia campus. Seminars 2-4 and 5 are being recorded. Their 
podcasts will be found at https://hapi.uq.edu.au/classics-and-ancient-history-
seminar-listing. Each seminar is followed by a wine-and-cheese reception, which is 
made available through donations of $2 per person. The Friends of Antiquity, which 
is an alumni organisation of the University, runs its own series of public lectures, 
which take place on Sunday afternoons. The Friends’s program for 2017 can be 
found at http://www.friendsofantiquity.org.au. All questions about the Discipline’s 
seminars as well as offers of papers for 2nd semester 2017 can be directed to Dr David 
M. Pritchard (d.pritchard@uq.edu.au or [07] 3365 5558).  
 
  
 
A/Prof. Frederik Vervaet (University of Melbourne) 
 
 
 
‘Mass Deportations, Slave Revolts and the Augustan Pax Servilis: 
Socio-Political Considerations’. 
 
 
 
ABSTRACT 
 
The   resounding defeat of Antigonid Macedonia at Pydna in 168 BCE turned Rome into the 
Mediterranean’s sole hegemonic power. This geopolitical watershed had tremendous 
ramifications for the Roman-controlled slave trade. This trade now took the form of a 
veritable public-private partnership that saw the involuntary migration of countless men, 
women and children who had been enslaved in the new territories that Rome had conquered. 
The most notorious unintended consequence of this mass deportation is the series of four 
major slave wars that rocked Sicily and Italy from c. 136 to 36. After scrutinizing the socio-
institutional and economical aspects of this connection between conquest and slave wars, 
this seminar explores the poorly understood question why the establishment of the Augustan 
monarchy marked the end of such wars. This issue is all the more deserving of attention, 
because mass enslavement and collective deportations continued unabated under Augustus’s 
reign until at least c. 10. The seminar seeks to identify the political, socio-institutional 
and socio-economic causes for the disappearance of slave wars under Augustus and 
his immediate successors.  
 
 
 
 
 SYNOPSIS 
 
 
1. Introduction.  
 
2. Forced Migrations and the Great Slave Insurrections of the Roman Republic (ca.136-36 
BCE). 
 
Setting the Stage: Identifying the Great Slave Uprisings of the Late Republic.  
 
Geopolitical Drivers of Revolt: Public-Private Mass Deportations of the Newly Enslaved.  
 
Socio-Economic Drivers of Revolt: Mass Deportations and the Master/Slave Mindscape. 
 
 
3. The Augustan Age as a Turning Point. 
 
The Coming of Empire and the End of the Great Slave Wars. 
 
The Politics of Pacification: Towards an Augustan Pax Seruilis? 
 
New Solutions for New Regimes: Demography, Law and the Freedman Economy 
 
4. Conclusions.  
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